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INTRODUCTION 


Setting the 
Target 


THE MEN WHO ENGINEERED the Declaration of 
Independence and the U.S. Constitution, with its Bill of 
Rights, are among history’s geniuses because they created 
documents with the proper combination of flexibility, 
timelessness, specificity, and semantic clarity that are as 
valid today as when they were written. For example, while 
our founding fathers could not have foreseen television, 
political commercials, and/or pornographic videos, their 
wonderful and absolute First Amendment freedoms are as 
important and strong today as they were more than two 
centuries ago. Likewise, in 1791, every large muzzle-load- 
ing rifle was an assault weapon, yet the amazing clarity 
and honest truth of the Second Amendment are as legally 
valid today as we head into our third century. 

Yet, here we are, still debating the legal meaning of the 
Second Amendment. It makes me very sad when I consid- 
er those subcaliber Big Bore politicians of today who 
would disarm our populace by sodomizing that Second 
Amendment. It makes me sad because, thanks to the First 
Amendment and because of our nation’s love of history, I 
can read of the absolute genius of true leaders, statesmen, 
and patriotic heroes like James Madison, Patrick Henry, 
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Samuel Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and the others who 
pledged their lives, fortunes, futures, plus something that’s 
missing today from too many of our national politicians, a 
sense of sacred honor, to found our nation dedicated to 
individual liberties. 

This puts me in mind of one of the more important 
grievances that sparked our war for independence from 
British rule. The British tried to confiscate private arms 
despite the English Bill of Rights of 1689, which gave all 
citizens of the king, including colonists, the right to keep 
and bear arms for self-protection. 

Obviously, the absentee British government’s illegal 
effort to disarm the colonies was an attempt to strengthen 
central political control. I don’t think the term “police 
state” had been invented then, but that scenario sure fits 
today, only our absentee government now sits in the 
District of Columbia. 

The British plan was to disarm the population, then 
follow with soldiers illegally entering homes and shops to 
confiscate “contraband” and “seditious literature” and to 
“punish the treasonable,” according to the collected letters 
of the Colonial British governor, Gen. Thomas Gage. 

According to Oliver Wendell Holmes, constitutional 
scholar and former chief justice of the United States 
Supreme Court, in a speech to University of Virginia law 
students: 


Our war with England was a just cause, for it meant 
our independence from increasingly harsh military, not 
civilian rule. Our war was fought against an unjust and 
cruel system that mocked the civilian rights guaranteed 
to all subjects of the King, including our colonial 
ancestors . .. We fought a standing army, some of them 
foreign mercenaries, for our right to be free and inde- 
pendent. We fought the King’s standing army with our 
volunteer civilian army and with our own free militia 
armed with the firearms the King would have had his 
soldiers confiscate. 
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One of the earliest modified weapons in American history, a combi- 
nation plow/cannon, received a U.S. patent in 1845 and was actually 
in production for about six months. (Courtesy of Gridley McGeary.) 


Thus, this first experience with governmental 
confiscation of firearms was the spark that moved us clos- 
er to an independence that was won not by debate and 
words, but by honor, courage, faith, hope, and sacrifice by 
free men and women. According to most historical schol- 
ars, it was our ancestors’ fear of illegal government control 
that led the framers of our Constitution to include a very 
simple and clear written guarantee that no government 
would ever again intrude upon the rights of each and every 
free individual citizen to keep and bear private firearms. 

When delegates from the 11 original states that ratified 
the Constitution in 1789 called for amendments for protec- 
tion of individual rights and liberties in 1791, five states 
asked for the right to bear arms, five requested a free 
press, and three requested freedom of speech. With that 
wonderful genius I mentioned earlier, our founding fathers 
realized the importance of all individual liberties and free- 
doms; hence, our Bill of Rights. One of those rights is the 
absolute right to bear arms. 

Despite convoluted pleas from misguided or political- 
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ly ambitious politicians or the unilateral, bureaucratic, and 
possibly illegal interpretations of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), there are no exceptions to 
the Second Amendment’s very clear, simple, declarative 
language. There is nothing that says “except for assault 
rifles, firearms having magazines over seven rounds, 
firearms that look different, or firearms meant only for 
sporting use.” To declare anything except the original 
directive language of the Second Amendment is absolute- 
ly wrong. 

What to do about it? There are certain options, all of 
which I leave open for study and cogitation by the reader. 
Perhaps we are nearing the point where some of the other 
language, e.g., revolutionary changes in government, con- 
tained in our founding fathers’ documents may be appro- 
priate. We are already at the point where there are not 
enough police to protect us from the evil things that lurk 
out there right now. 

Our obvious first line of defense against these destroy- 
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The very rare Swartz conversion of the .45 pistol into a full automat- 
ic, stocked weapon. William L. Swartz, a Colt Industries engineer, 
patented the conversion in 1936, and the army tested prototypes in 
1940. This is the only known photo of the only known prototypes. A 
.22 conversion unit is also shown. (Courtesy of J. David Truby.) 
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This experimental M1911A1 was converted for full automatic fire at 
700 rounds per minute using an oversize, 25-round magazine. 
(Courtesy of Jack Krema.) 
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A German MP44 with several modifications, including the case 
deflector. (Courtesy of Fred Rexer, Jr.) 


One of “Carbine” Williams’s first homemade rifles, produced with 
milling machine or lathe from salvaged parts and an old piece of log. 
(Courtesy of J. David Truby.) 


ers of the Bill of Rights is a good offense. Let’s fight them 
in the legislatures, the Congress, and in the statehouses 
and the White House. Let’s fight for our rights. But let’s 
also show them that from a technological and psychologi- 
cal standpoint, gun control doesn’t work for free people 
anywhere, anytime. 

For these reasons, the production of improvised 
firearms must be part of the curriculum in every free per- 
son’s study of combat arms training. Personal knowledge 
and experience in building and operating improvised 
firearms builds not only a strong confidence in oneself, but 
also in the potential of these weapons as tools for continued 
life and freedom in our never-ending war against tyranny. 

While small arms technology has come a long way 
since the first book in this series was published, impro- 
vised/modified firearms remain relatively uncomplicated 
and basic (e.g., a fully automatic weapon is far easier to 
design and build than a semiautomatic one). Today, all of 
the improvised/modified designs remain well within the 
accomplishment of the mechanically unskilled citizen who 
does not have access to firearms through other means. 


INTRODUCTION: SETTING THE TARGET @ 7 


Famed mercenary William Morgan in Cuban militia uniform with his 
modified .30-caliber semiautomatic cut-down rifle fed from a 50- 
round drum magazine. (Courtesy of Robert K. Brown.) 


Suppose there were more restrictions placed on private 
firearms ownership and the Second Amendment was fur- 
ther sodomized by antigun government forces. Would 
crime disappear? Would America become a kinder, gentler 
nation? Would poverty, fear, and hatred vanish, too? I ask 
these silly rhetorical questions simply because there are 
probably simpletons of all sorts out there who believe in 
that nonsense. 

But given the fact that such rhetorical mutterings are 
just that, we are left with another, very real question: If 
firearms are outlawed, will they just go away? Will people 
agree to this prohibition, and, if not, what will they do 
about it? 

That is what this book is about. 

This book is organized as follows, with four 
introductory chapters explaining the genre, anatomy, and 
technology of improvised/modified firearms, followed by 
five chapters on their distribution and use. The final three 
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chapters discuss the most common types of improvised/ 
modified firearms. As always, myriad photographs and 
drawings accompany the text, which I have kept on a tech- 
nical/historical track, avoiding polemic except where nec- 
essary to make a point. 

For example, I know that gun owners dislike being 
stereotyped as drooling, redneck, racist, knuckle-walking 
conservatives. Outdated and unimaginative terms like 
“liberal” and “conservative” should not even apply to gun 
control issues. I like the words “free person” and “would- 
be slave” instead. Beyond that, this issue should not pit 
pro-gun folks against each other because of race, religion, 
education, politics, or personal beliefs. An illustrative 
insight on this issue came as a letter to the editor from a 
reader of a newspaper in California. In part, it read: 


. .. Lam sick and tired of hearing every problem in 
this country blamed on the Liberal Left . . . 1 know many 
diehard Reagan-Bush conservatives who would like to 
outlaw all private ownership of any form of gun. . . 

I am a lifelong liberal, Kennedy Democrat, homo- 
sexual, and gun owner. I believe the Second 
Amendment was written not only to protect the country 
from invasion, but also to protect the country from an 
internal takeover . . . 

If religious fascists come to get this homosexual, I 
will defend myself and thank the National Rifle 
Association for protecting my Second Amendment 
right to possess a weapon to protect myself. 


I am a lifelong antipolitician, populist, combat vet, 
personal supporter of JFK/RFK, heterosexual curmudg- 
eon, and gun owner. Tell you what, Mr. Gay Gun Owner, 
if those demented yahoos come for you, count on me. I’ll 
face them with you. 


